Frequently Asked Questions
Q: When is the deadline for applying? 
A: The application deadline is November 1. Applications may be accepted after the deadline on a space available basis. 
Q:  When is the earliest applications can be submitted?

A:   Applications may be filed beginning two months prior to the application deadline, keeping in mind that it is to your advantage to include as many available grades as possible with the application for admission. For example, with the postmark deadline of November 1 for fall entry, you should wait to submit an application until your summer grades are available.

Q: How many students do you usually admit each year?
A: 36

Q: How many applications do you typically receive?
A: For fall 2011, 214 applications were received.  

Q: Do you have a wait list and how does it work?
A: We have had a wait list of approximately 20-30 applicants. Faculty ranks each student and assigns them a wait list number. The admission office will only call students off of the wait list, if we fall below our planned seating of 36 students.  We will continue to take students from the waitlist throughout the summer.   

Q: Is the GRE or MAT required? 
A: No, the GRE or MAT is not required. 

Q:  When do prerequisites need to be completed?
A:  It depends on the prerequisites.  Some can be in progress during the spring, others should be completed prior to the application deadline.  Please check the website for more information.
Q:  What letters of recommendation are required?
A: Two letters of reference are required.  The first should be from a person who has known you in an academic or professional setting.  The second letter must be from an occupational therapist who has supervised you as a paid or volunteer worker in an active clinical setting.  It is highly recommended that both letters be included with your application for admission.  If the recommendation from the occupational therapist is not available at the time of the application deadline, it must be submitted prior to or at the point of interview.  
Q: 40-70 volunteer hours with a Registered Occupational Therapist are required for the program. Do those hours need to be completed at the time I apply?
A: No. Those hours may be in progress at the time of application and would need to be completed by the end of the summer term. 

Q: Is an interview required? 
A: Yes, the personal interview is an important part of the admission process and is required of all ap​plicants.  . 

Q: How many times per year do you admit students? 
A: We admit student once per year for the fall term. 

Q: How long is the program? 
A: The full-time program is six consecutive se​mesters in length (including summers) plus a six-month internship. 

Q: Is there a part time program available? 
A: Most students attend the program full time, although there is a part time option available. This part time schedule usually consists of taking 3-9 units per term and courses scheduling varies with each student. Completion of the MOT program on a part time basis should take no longer than three years

Q: Who accredits the program? 
A: Samuel Merritt University is fully accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), 985 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 100, Alameda, CA 94501. 510.748.9001. The Accrediting Commission is an institutional ac​crediting agency recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education and the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation. The MOT pro​gram is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE). The American Occupational Therapy Association may be reached at 4720 Montgomery Lane, P.O. Box 31220, Bethesda, MD 20824-1220, 301.652.2682. 

Q: How do I learn more about Occupational Therapy as a career?

A: We strongly recommend you learn as much about the field of Occupational Therapy as you can. A helpful website is the American Occupational Therapy Association website at: http://www.aota.org. 

