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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear SMU friends and alumni,

Thank you for your extraordinary support of SMU and the students we serve. 

As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic and all the challenges that came with 
it, SMU is poised for unprecedented growth. With you by our side, we will address 
healthcare workforce needs and health disparities in the communities we serve. 

A few highlights from 2022 include:

•	� For the first time in its history, Samuel Merritt University is no longer affiliated with 
a healthcare organization and is now an independent, self-governing, standalone 
university.

•	� Samuel Merritt University developed a strategic growth initiative that will 
double enrollment in the next 10 years and contribute greatly to addressing the 
significant shortage of healthcare workers in California and throughout the U.S.

•	� SMU announced plans to build a new campus headquartered in downtown 
Oakland with groundbreaking in 2023 and a grand opening on January 1, 2026.

•	� SMU received the largest gift in the University’s history — a $10 million bequest 
from the Estate of Dr. Russell O. Lewis  and Mrs. Antoinette Lewis. 

These notable initiatives and outcomes require substantial investment and will succeed, 
thanks in no small part to the support and leadership of our alumni and friends. 

Thank you for making 2022 the most successful fundraising year in Samuel Merritt 
University history. We are grateful for your leadership and we greatly value your 
continued support in 2023 and beyond.

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Ching-Hua Wang 
President



RECOGNIZING OUR LEADERSHIP CIRCLE DONORS

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

NURSING DEAN’S CIRCLE

PODIATRY DEAN’S CIRCLE

Members make an annual gift of $1,500 or more to 
Samuel Merritt University. 

Membership indicated with * by name.

Members make an annual gift of $500 or more to 
the College of Nursing. 

Membership indicated with • by name.

Members make an annual gift of $500 or 
more to the California School of Podiatric 

Medicine (CSPM).  
 

Membership indicated with ◊ by name.

Members in SMU Leadership Circles make a 
significant impact on Samuel Merritt University 

and our students. To recognize leadership donors 
for their role in the University’s advancement, 

Leadership Circle benefits include special event 
invitations, exclusive SMU swag, and recognition 

throughout the year.



2022 MEMBERS

Estate of Raphael Arner, DPM ‘58

Dennis Dice, DPM 1972 and Donna Dice

Dr. and Mrs. Roger R. Ecker

John Garten-Shuman

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Highsmith

Keith W. Tucker

Joanne Volponi

Anita Weber Wies, Providence ’60

Michael Zapf, DPM 1984 
and Jacqueline Zapf, JD

Dr. Sarah B. Keating

Estate of Shirley Ann Jaeger

Estate of Dr. Russell O. Lewis, DPM ’65 
and Mrs. Antoinette Lewis

Marilyn M. Snider

1909 LEGACY SOCIETY

The 1909 Legacy Society recognizes 
the generous alumni and friends who 

support our mission to educate students to 
become highly skilled and compassionate 

healthcare professionals.



THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 SMU DONORS

Dr. John W. Aaron III 1981

Dr. Fusae K. Abbott *

Dr. Lawrence Abend 1982

Dr. John E. Abordo 2003 

Adobe Systems, Inc. *

Neptaly Aguilera  • *

Dr. Joseph B. Agyen 2017 ◊

Dr. Kamla Ahluwalia

Samann Alavi-Irvine

Michael D. Albertine 2015

Michael Altramirano

Sheri Amiri

Amy H. Anderson

Annalisa and Brent Anderson

Dannie L. Anderson 1985

Ann E. Andrews 1953

Bergit Arctander 2010

Christine L. Armstrong 2022

Estate of Raphael B. Arner

Andrea Arnoldi

Amin N. Azzam

Sarah M. Baird 1998

Bako Diagnostics * ◊

Bako Medical Education 
Foundation *

Karen R. Balch 1959

Dr. Fred and Robin Baldini

Janis Sherer Ballard 1996

Tripp Ballard

Brad and Cindy Barber *

Dr. Joan Bard

Barbara A. Barrera 1963

Dr. Daniel C. Barry 1988

Luzanne Batoon

Bay Area Discovery Museum

Oana Beldianu

Melanie Bell-Mayeda

Frank Beltran

Manuel Beltran

Rita Benson 1972

JoAnn M. Bergesen 1969

Better World Books

Diane L. Bevis 1978 •

Dr. Dharmesh Bhakta 2000 * ◊

Dr. Richard L. Blake 1979 ◊

Mark A. Block 2011

Roberta L. Block

Vishnupriya Bodempudi

Sheila E. Bolin 1959

Ann Marie Bonner 2019

Geraldine E. Borgeson 1968 *

Dr. Fay L. Bower

Meg Bowerman

Michelle A. Boyd

Jacqueline C. Bradley 1994

Dr. Steven M. Brandwene 1983

Dr. Diane D. Branks 1985

Dr. Donna Breger-Stanton

Mallory Breshears

Della Brewer

Helene Harding and Dr. Patrick 
K. Briggs 1998 ◊

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan A. Brown *

Gregory Brown

Maureen Brychel 1968

Tommy and Sydni Buklarewicz

Walter and Elizabeth Bulling

Douglas A. Bunuan 2014

Bryant Burgess • 

Jayne Bush 1962

Buster’s Barbecue and Bakery

Corey Butler

Caroline Cabias *

Dr. Joseph M. Cafiero 1978

Theresa Cahill 

Bruce S. Cameron *

Colin E. Campbell 2021

Mali Campbell  

Dr. Shelitha Campbell

Maria C. Capule 2008

Bonnie L. Cardoza 1954

Ed Carpenter

Janine Carrillo

Tom and Gena Caya  

Katelin Chan 2016 •

Elizabeth Chaney *

Dr. Angelina L. Chau 2007

Dr. Jason M. Cheng 2013

Dr. Elizabeth Ching

Dr. Steven Chinn 1984

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Dr. Randall K. Tom 1990 and 
Dr. Cherri S. Choate 1990  ◊ *

Veronica Rennea Chong

Christopher Chu

Nyisha Chu

Leon Clark *

Tanya C. Clay 1982

Chelsea Clouser

Patricia Cockcroft *

Julia Cohen

Carolyn M. Collins 1964 •*

Diane Comey

Tullie Costa 1960

Toni-Ann Cottrell

Lynda Creighton-Wong

Dr. James Cuthbertson

CVS Health Foundation *



DeAndrea Falana 2016

Anne and Robert Fallone

Kristen Fallone

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Feldman

Dr. Elizabeth Ferrer

Karin Fomsgaard

Melia A. Formento 2018

Thomas Fowler

Albert and Nancy Frisone *

James and Middy Froemming

Dr. Daniel C. Fulmer 1976 and 
Dr. Gail R. Johnson 1990 * ◊

Adelina Gage-Kelly

Sakiya Gallon-Johnson

Brittney Gann

Marian M. Garrett 1948

Randall Gee

L. Ronald Gilbert *

Dr. Steven L. Ginex 1992 ◊

Dr. Allan J. Glazer 1979

Amanda Goad

Dr. Kathleen Golden McAndrew

Natalie Gonzalez

Google, Inc. *

Alexandria Gorda * 

Ronald and Jane Gorda *

Shawn Gorda

Dr. Sharon L. Gorman

Sharon Grange 1964

Dr. Richard M. Green 1968 ◊

Kirsten A. Griffin 1961

Arnold Grisham

Daniel Grobani

Dr. Blas G. Guerrero

Rosemary Guthridge

Jocelyn A. Gutierrez 1982

Dr. Teresa Gwin

Dr. Zachary M. Haas 2004

Dr. James Hagan 1972

Jovine Hankins 1953

Dr. David R. Hannaford 1983

Dr. Ben Hara 1953 ◊ *

Tron Hardy 2017

Gloria and Mahlon Harmon

Corine Harris

Marion Harris

Sherrill Harris 1972

Dr. Surani Hayre-Kwan 2019 •

Tamra C. Hege

Dianna Heikkila •

My mother, wife, and an aunt were all nurses, and  
that left a lasting mark on me. 

- Howard “Mike” Milliken, M.D.

““
Supports multiple SMU nursing students with interest 
in obstetrics and women’s health each year.

Drs. Edmund and Barbara J. Czerwinski

Christopher and Debra Danko 1975

Nandini Dasgupta

Darlene DeLancey and Robert Widman

Dr. Katrina Jawitz Di Pasqua 1990 *

Dr. Luis F. Diaz *

Jason Do

Alyssa Doggett

Elda Dominguez

Wendy Dominguez

Dr. Daniel M. Doolan

Dorfman-Pacific Company Inc *

Nicholas Driver

Dr. Mark G. Drusin 1978

Suzanne Dutchyshyn

Dr. Timothy G. Dutra 1985 ◊

Kimberly B. Duvall 2009

Denise Dwyer

Jessica Eads •

Dr. and Mrs. Roger R. Ecker *

Diane E. Eichhorn 1996

Jennifer L. Elton

Domenique Embrey

Andrea L. English 1990

Virginia J. Enns 1957



Robyn L. Heise

Liam Calvin Henson

Rolf Lewis-Valerie Hetherington Fund * 

Dr. Abby M. Heydman and 
Mr. Frank Heydman

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Highsmith *

Stephen Hill

Jamie S. Hirota

Nancy T. Hirota

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Hoagland 1962

Jackie Hoe 2020

Donald G. Hogue 2013

Bette Holland 1964

Erica Hooper

Elizabeth A. Horowitz 1985

Milton Howard

Dr. and Mrs. Eric R. Hubbard 1968

Aurora B. Ingram

Robin Jackson 2021

Estate of Shirley Ann Jaeger * 

Heather Jaffe

Dr. Joseph J. Janakes 2006 *

Marian L. Jessee

Joan and Gary Johnson

Patricia Johnson 1966

Jessica Jones

Kaiser Permanente *

Rae L. Kamaka 1960

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Lawrence * ◊

Dr. Troy R. Leaming 2000

Eleanor I. Leanse

Dr. Pamela D. Leavitt 1988

Jonathan C. Lee 2018

Nafeesa Lee  

Dr. Sang D. Lee 2000

Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Lenoir

Penelope Levin 1964 •

Dale and Charles Lew

Dr. Russell and Mrs. Antoinette Lewis * 

Casey Lewis 

Nancy Lewis-Paniagua 1966

Kevin Lillard

Dana E. Loebman 2016

Alejandrino H. Lola II 2002

Eric Longenecker 2020

Linda M. Loveall

Dr. and Mrs. William Lowe 1957 ◊

Jing Lu 2019

Dr. Reyna K. Lubach 2008

Judy Lucero 1964

Andrew A. Luey

Amber D. Luther

Marie L. Ma

Dr. Richard MacIntyre •

Jasmine Magsino

Karen Manitsas *

Financial struggles among students of color continue to impact 
their access to nursing education and their abilities to graduate 
and enter the profession successfully. I want to do my part in 
contributing to mitigate this barrier. If I can make a difference in 
just one person’s life, it has given purpose to  my whole life. 

-  Dr. Paulina R. Van 

“

“

Created the Paulina R. Van Perinatal Nursing Scholarship in 2020 
to provide vital financial assistance to SMU nursing students.

Dr. Vineet S. Kamboj 2006

Irene and Kiyoshi Katsumoto

Marilyn M. Kaufman 1956

William and Jean Kays

Carla G. Kemble 1960

Dr. Lorna Kendrick

Puniti Khatri

Sue Kim 

Kristi Kindberg

Dr. Christy M. King, DPM 2009 and 
Dr. Mher Vartivarian 2009 * ◊

Dr. Elizabeth Kleine

Malia Knauss

Mary J. Knauss 1956

Margaret M. Kohen 2009

Alize Koolen

Christopher Koshiyama

Dr. Michele Kraft 1987

Dr. Patricia Kuster

Matthew Kwock 2013

Dr. Esther Kwon 2011

Amaryllis Lagrimas 1982

Dr. S. Patrick Lai 1977

Lakeside Foundation *

Dr. Thuy-Trang Lam 1994

Kathi Lampkin 2002

Jeanie Lau

Dave Lawlor *



Justin Marquart

Tess A. Marstaller 2016

Martina E. Martinez 1971

JoEllen Mason 1991

Frances W. Matthews 2001

Sarah J. Maxwell 2006 and Brian 
Kreischer

Dr. Jennifer McAdam

Dr. Luke J. McCann 2017 ◊

Patricia McCormac

Joanne McDonell 1968

Nancy J. McFarland 1961

Dr. Heather R. McGuire 2008

Alvin and Yvonne Huggins-McLean

Pamela A. McPherson 1970

Linda McVicar

Dr. David L. Mednick 1985 * ◊

Catherine L. Melter 1996

Mended Hearts of Oakland 
Chapter 188

Dr. Barry Meskin 1992

Carol Milano 1960

Dr. Clark D. Miller 1970

Ingrid E. Miller 1950

Randall S. Miller

Dr. Howard E. Milliken *

Helen A. Modeste 1956

Aileen Moffitt

Vanessa Molina

Rico Molo

Sidney Moncrief

Paul Monegas

Margaret E. Montgomery 1974

Joanne M. Morris ◊

Gary and Gerry Morrison *

Susan W. Moses 1964

Marlene M. Muir 1982

Janet and Daniel Murphy

Dr. Robert D. Murphy 1977

Denise R. Picetti 1970

Cheryl D. Pierson-Carey 1995

Tisa Pinkard

Dr. Anthony Poggio 1984 ◊ *

Kasie Pollard

Dr. Marilyn Pontone 1991

Jane Porter

Jennifer Porter

Christina and Hector Prieto 

Emily Prieto-Tseregounis * •

Nadine M. Pruitt

Julie A. Pryde 2001

Allyson Purcell

Dr. Joseph M. Quezada 1974

R. Shapiro Family Foundation *

Pantea Rad

Shannon S. Ram

Myika L. Ramirez

Dr. Rhonda Ramirez 1996

Carolyn A. Rasmussen 1956

Shruti Rathnagiriswaran

Relda Raygoza 

Mary M. Reeve 1964

Dr. Cecily D. Reeves

Linda E. Reid 1971

Kevin R. Reilly

Julianne Reyes

Dr. Brittany M. Rice 2014 ◊

Roberta B. Richards

Dr. Douglas H. Richie Jr. 1980 ◊

Elba Rios

Dr. Frank J. Rizzo 1986

Carole C. Robie

Dr. Donald E. Robinson 1968

Dr. Richard M. Rocco ◊

Alejandro Rodriguez

Hector Rodriguez 2020

Kimberly Rodriguez

Jim Muyo

Austin Nation

Kara Natke

Sarah Naumann

Pauline B. Nee 2019

Dr. Michael Negrete

Dr. Lawrence M. Ng

Celine Nguyen 2021

Jennifer N. Nguyen

Dr. James G. Nickolopoulos 1975

Cathy M. Nisen 1970

Maryam Norton

Karl K. Norwood 1992

Gayle Novack

Oakland Zoo

Dennis and Mikel O’Connell *

John OConnor

Mary A. O’Donnell 1958

Lauren Oliveira 

Sarah A. Oneto 2000 •

Gisso Oreo

Elon and Patricia Ormsby 1964 

Dawna Ostler

Kelli R. Pacheco

Lokanathan Padmanabhan

Dr. and Mrs. W. D. Pagliano 1972 ◊ *

Edgardo Palomo

Lauri Paolinetti

Christine Pappageorge 1973

Penny Peak

Susan Penna-Falaschi

Dr. Paul R. Perchonock

Dr. Jane M. Perlas 1997

Dr. Dennis R. Perry 1973

Margrette Peterson

Lorraine F. Petti

Dr. Sally T. Pham 2004

Shawna Pharo 2015



Koby Rodriguez

Dr. Rebecca Rogers 2017

Laura Rombach 2012

Rosalind Ronan 1969

Laurie Rosa

Sally R. Rose 1995

Saul Rosenbaum

Dr. Janet W. Rowland 2003

Lois J. Ruff 1959

Steven L. Rush

Stephen and Angela Rusher 2007

Patricia Rutherford 1968 

Jennifer A. Ruttenberg 1985

Saeng H. Saephanh

Maria B. Salas

Samuel Merritt University

San Diego County Podiatric 
Medical Society * ◊

Sandy K. Santos 2021

Anglyn S. Sasser

Emma Schain

Veronica Scheers 1982

Anne E. Scher

Dr. Andrew C. Schink 1978

Dr. Beatrice Schmugler 1990

Dr. Lionel Schour

Kimberly J. Scott

Marianne A. Seals 1959

Anne E. Seed

Ganisha Sethi

Gaurav and Katie Sethi

JP Sethi

Sonia Sethi

Emily Sharpe *

George and Deborah Sharpe *

Barbara N. Sheng and Brad Cantos

Dr. and Mrs. Wade W. Sherwood

Dr. Chia-Ding Shih 2014

Sandra Sifferman 1960

Sigma, Nu Xi at-Large Chapter *

Dr. and Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson

Annette Silva 1983

Erica Silvestre

Cynthia T. Sisson 1968

Dr. Deanne Smith 2002 
and Viranjit Madan 

Dr. Leon P. Smith

Renee T. Smith

Valerie and Rudy Smith

Virginia W. Smith 1955

Carolyn A. Snell

Marilyn and Lee Snider *

Margaret F. Souza 1960

Nancy Spafford

Thomas and Marianne Spingolo

Dr. Beverly A. Spurs 1985

Dr. Cynthia M. Stacy 2022 

Geraldine Stambach 1955 •

Robert Stammerjohan

Dr. Eric D. Stamps 1993 *

Heather C. Stark 2011

Dr. Charles J. Starrett

Alexis Steinhilber 2021

Keosha R. Stephens 2021

Julia M. Stevens 2010

Curtis Strommen

Sarah T. Strong-Adams 2015

Veronica Suazo

Tana Summers

Thomas Sverchek 2012 and 
Kristin Sverchek *

Nancy Swan

Dr. John Swartzberg *

Yoshiko D. Takao 1955

Michael Tam

Dr. Catherine Tanner, 2006 & 2019

Dr. William Tarran 1988

Taube Philanthropies *

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Taylor ◊

The FAPA Fraternal Foundation

The Lagunitas Brewing Company 

Darlene J. Thenell •

Carole Thomas

Markcus D. Thomas

Dr. Linda M. Thornton 1986

Dr. Diane Tom

Katie M. Tom 1958

Dr. David D. Tran 1998

Tiffany Tran

Rachel True

Sophia L. Tuazon 2010

Dolores Tulkoff

Tamera E. Valenta 2017

Helen Valmassy ◊ *

Angelica Van 

Dr. Paulina Van * •

Loretta Vanderveen 1960

Dr. Alice J. Vestergaard

Robert Vibat 2012

Dr. Celeste G. Villanueva *

Lori R. Vitaga 2017

Joanne Volponi and Neal Krug

Kristen A. Waller 2015

Dr. Marilyn J. Waller-Niewold 1990

Marcus D. Walton

Dr. Ching-Hua Wang and 
Dr. Nian-Sheng Huang *

Alicia Ward

Teryl Ward 1968 

Dr. Carmen Ward-Sullivan •

Sherry J. Watkins 1973

Bonnie V. Weakley 1960

Dr. Paul D. Weiner 1992 ◊



“

Knowing that I’ve helped someone’s day-to-day life matters a 
lot to me. It’s a small thing to do, to cover their exam fees, but 
it can make the difference in alleviating some of the anxiety 
around the test. 

- Shefali Parikh, MOT ’99 

““

Helped offset the cost of registration fees for occupational 
therapy students to take the NBCOT Examination Relief Fund. 

�The impact of your generosity is especially 
evident in the achievements of our graduates who 
continue to demonstrate extraordinary talent and 
accomplishments, including:

•	� A job placement rate of over 97% within one year 
of graduation.

•	� Over 1 million clinical service hours provided by 
SMU students this year.

•	� A diverse student body that boasts 70% who are 
students of color and 30% who are the first in 
their family to attend college.

•	� 93% of employers report they “often to always” 
prefer SMU graduates over other candidates.

“

- Dr. Ching-Hua Wang, President

Alicia Ward

Teryl Ward 1968 

Dr. Carmen Ward-Sullivan •

Sherry J. Watkins 1973

Bonnie V. Weakley 1960

Dr. Paul D. Weiner 1992 ◊

Cyndi Weingard

Dr. Diana A. Werner 2008

Theresa A. Wessler 1995

Byron L. Weston

Dr. Andy Weyer 

Anita H. Wies 1960 * • 

Lena R. Wilkerson 1961 * •

Susan B. Williams 1968

Dr. Karen Wolf

Dr. Evaon C. Wong-Kim

Robyn Wu

Mary Wyckoff

Ikjae Yang 2018

Dr. Jenny Yu 2011 ◊

Michael Zapf, DPM 1984 and 
Jacqueline Zapf, JD ◊

Dr. Jeanne Zeamba

Dr. Bennett G. Zier and 
Ms. Cynthia Stange ◊

Claudine Zuber ◊ *

Lisa Zuffi





450 30th Street, Suite 2840
Oakland, CA 94609


