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—  F I R E  N O T I C E  —
There are sufficient exits in this building  

to accommodate the entire audience. 

The exit indicated by the lighted exit sign nearest  
your seat is the shortest route to the street. 

In case of fire, please do not run; walk through that exit. 

Smoking and vaping are not permitted anywhere in the theatre.
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2020
2424degrees
Doctor of Nursing Practice
The Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program  

has four tracks: Post-Masters professional  

program; post-baccalaureate Family Nurse Practitioner 

(FNP) program; Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 

Practitioner program; and Anesthesia program. All culmi-

nate with a Doctor of Nursing Practice, which is 

designed to prepare graduates to practice at the high-

est level of advanced nursing practice. 

The DNP program prepares graduates to be  

culturally diverse leaders and change agents  

within their clinical specialty with a commitment to im-

prove health care outcomes through  

practice, policy change, and leadership. 

The DNP FNP program prepares patient-centered 

primary care providers to care for culturally diverse and 

underserved populations, emphasizing health promo-

tion and disease prevention. 

The DNP-PMHNP prepares nurses with  

advanced skills to provide comprehensive  

mental-health care that addresses the complex needs 

of people with psychiatric disorders—across their 

lifespan. 

Anesthesia Doctorate of Nursing Practice  

program prepares graduates for entry into a  

full-scope, evidence-based anesthesia practice with 

advanced nursing knowledge, leadership, health policy, 

and translational research skills to improve healthcare 

outcomes across the lifespan in diverse healthcare 

settings and systems.  

 
 
 

Master of Science in Nursing
The Case Management program (entry-level  

or post-professional) prepares nurses with  

advanced theory and practice in a systematic ap-

proach to the delivery of health care to diverse 

populations. Graduates of the program will assume nurs-

ing case management roles in a variety of healthcare 

settings. They will ensure coordination, continuity, and 

quality of care, while demonstrating a clinical nursing 

foundation in  

the application of case management principles.

The Family Nurse Practitioner program (entry-level 

or post-professional) prepares family-oriented primary 

care providers to care for culturally diverse and under-

served populations, emphasizing health promotion and 

disease prevention. Graduates manage health prob-

lems and provide comprehensive care to individuals, 

families, and communities in a variety of settings. 

Students  

are eligible for national certification.

The Clinical Leadership and Education (CLE) 

program prepares Registered Nurses for  

leadership roles in diverse healthcare settings. 

Graduates are equipped with the skills to drive change 

in nursing education and practice, and  

to advocate for diversity, equity, and inclusion  

in the nursing profession. They are empowered to 

become influential leaders and educators, ready to 

make a significant impact on the future of healthcare.
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Bachelor of Science in Nursing
The College of Nursing offers programs that award the 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. One option is 

an accelerated baccalaureate program (ABSN) for 

candidates with degrees in other fields. Students ad-

mitted to the program demonstrate an array of 

professional experiences and academic achievements 

to succeed in the program. The program provides a 

mechanism for graduates with non-nursing degrees to 

change careers and become nurses efficiently and 

effectively. ABSN students can complete the program 

in twelve months. 

The second option is through transfer from other  

colleges. This program allows students to obtain the 

liberal learning and science courses required as the 

foundation for professional nursing education from the 

institution of their choice. 

The third program is designed for registered nurses 

prepared at the associate degree level  

to obtain a BSN degree. The RN to BSN program en-

hances their current practice knowledge and prepares 

them for expanded clinical roles.

▲ BACK TO CONTENT LINKS
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Outstanding Doctor of  
Nursing Practice Student Award
This award is presented to the Doctor of Nursing 

Practice student whose participation in the program 

is most consistent with the leadership, service, and 

academic expectations of the practice doctorate. 

Outstanding Doctor of  
Nursing Practice Project Award
The award is presented to an exemplary  

student from either the Doctor of Nursing Practice, 

Family Nurse Practitioner, or the Post-Master’s 

Program. It honors a project that not only demon-

strates wide dissemination, but also encapsulates the 

mission and vision of SMU. This award recognizes a 

project that has instigated exceptional changes in prac-

tice and has focused on reducing inequities in 

healthcare.

Outstanding Master of  
Science in Nursing Awards
These awards are given each year to master’s nursing 

students whose performances exemplify the highest 

level of achievement, have contributed to the ad-

vancement of the profession, and have performed 

service as outstanding representatives of Samuel 

Merritt University based on professional involvement, 

leadership, academic innovation, ingenuity, and perfor-

mance.

Nursing Faculty of Tomorrow  

Fellow Program
The Nursing Faculty of Tomorrow (NFT) teaching fel-

lows program was developed in Fall 2017  

at Samuel Merritt University (SMU) to help  

current SMU students explore their interest in teach-

ing. It is specifically designed to inspire students to 

consider teaching as part of their nursing career, or 

transition to a full-time teaching role in nursing. The 

program provides opportunities for students to de-

velop their teaching skills in ways that will have a 

significant impact on them, their peers, and their un-

derstanding of the role of a nurse educator. Through 

guided experiences with skilled faculty, students in 

the NFT program gain the knowledge and skills need-

ed to envision, design, conduct, and evaluate 

innovative, evidence-based classroom, laboratory, 

and clinical pedagogies. The fellows who have suc-

cessfully completed the minimum requirements in the 

NFT program are acknowledged with an apricot and 

teal blue honors cord to represent nursing and edu-

cation. 

AWARDS 
and HONORS
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AWAR DS AN D HONOR S ,  continued

Samuel Merritt University 
Interprofessional Education (IPE) 
Passport
Interprofessional Education (IPE) is anytime health 

professionals learn from, about, and with each other. 

IPE is a core part of healthcare, and Samuel Merritt 

University aims to make IPE a core part of the SMU 

student experience.

The IPE Passport allows SMU students to  

engage with Interprofessional Education— 

and more importantly, Interprofessional Practice & 

Education—at their own pace,  

depending on the student’s individual level of inter-

est and schedule. Participation in most IPE activities 

at SMU is elective.

The SMU IPE Passport is divided into  
three levels:

Level 1 (Preparatory) is comprised of activities 

that are self-paced, completed online, asynchro-

nously (within the IPE Passport Canvas course) and 

provides learners with core foundational knowledge 

about IPE.

Level 2 (Foundational​) is comprised of 

TeamSTEPPS (Team Strategies and Tools  

to Enhance Performance and Patient Safety) train-

ing. Most students take part in TeamSTEPPS 

training within one of their existing SMU courses 

within the first two terms of their academic program.

Level 3 (Applied​) is a menu of synchronous, inter-

professional learning opportunities. Students must 

complete at least two activities.

In order to complete the entire IPE Passport, stu-

dents must complete all three levels prior  

to graduation. 

The graduates wearing blue, white, and green cords 

are recognized as IPE participants.

Tutor Coordinator
Tutor Coordinator is a student leadership role within 

the Academic Support Department. These students 

provide targeted academic support for their pro-

grams through workshops, mock exams, and 1-1 

support. They also serve as the leaders for the tu-

tors in their respective programs by voicing 

concerns and communicating needs to the profes-

sional staff. Overall the Tutor Coordinators are 

exceptional students who chose to dedicate their 

time at SMU to helping others succeed. 
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� NOMINATED FOR OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD     � RECIPIENT OF OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD

  RECIPIENT OF FELLOW OF NURSING FACULTY OF TOMORROW (NFT) AWARD

  RECIPIENT OF OUTSTANDING DNP PROJECT AWARD.

   INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE) 

Doctor of Nursing Practice  |  Post-Masters			 

Bao Yang � Yang Yang    

Entry-Level Master of Science in Nursing  |  Case Management

Adriana Maribel  
Alvarado Escobar

Claire Odena Dela Cruz

Stephen Douglas

Karla Garza Plascencia

Abigail Norma Hooper �

Courtney S. Lee

Antoinette Nabua

Kelsi Marie Pelletier�

Amna Sayeed

Demi Elise Sivyer

Courtney Isabella Truong

Master of Science in Nursing | Clinical Leadership and Education 

Serina Elisea Anaya

Yumi M. Arceneaux

Jillian B. Boulet

Chelsea Christine Carrera

Cristina Gaytan Chavez

Stephanie Wheeler de Iongh

Laura J. Fontan

Trudy Oshima  
Nusbaum Gastrock

Liberty Nool Hilario

Rebecca Hunter-Jefferson

Claudia F. Islas Zavala

Aiping Ji

Leila Kinion

Tracy Lee Lozano

Maria Elizabeth  
Marquez-Villar  

Michelle Liza Martin-Hebron

Emily Anne Melville

Tammy L. Mitchell

Kimberly Ortiz-Phanmaha

Natalie Marie Reyes

Antonia Tapia

Wilugkana Utakrit

Master of Science in Nursing  |  Family Nurse Practitioner

Edgardo Mercado Alon

Ramses Alvarado Lopez

Jon Jose C. Balintona

Michelle M. H. Chen

Kelly DiTrapani

Jo-Hannes Aquino Fernandez

Brandyn J. Guzman

Chioma Ihedioha

Amanda Kao

Anahit Mary Muradyan

Annalissa Lorena Dalan Pena

Brittni Hana Quach  �

Omar S. Ullah

Karen Wong

2020
2525graduating class
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Entry-Level Master of Science in Nursing  | Family Nurse Practitioner

Geoffrey Blair Cadiz Astudillo

Kirandeep Bal

Samantha Bejarano

John H. Davis IV

Sandi De Guzman

Lovleen Kaur Dhaliwal

Selene Elias

Cassandra Farinsky   

Jeanelle Ordaz Gonzalez

Sophia Huang

Thuy Nhi Ngo Huynh

Belen Jimenez �

Navreet Kaur

Linda Lee

Joanne Villarruz Lozano

Divya Mattathil

Thomas A. Nelson

Dinora Alejandra Peña Sibrian

Ramandeep Rajania

Timin Sai

Simranjit Kaur Saini

Ramanpreet Kaur Sidhu

Sabryna Vang

Bachelor of Science in Nursing  | Accelerated Program

Mohamed Abdelaziz

Lynae Marie Ades

Sultanna Afzali •
Monica Gloria Amaral

Nicole Andrade •
Julio Avalos •  
Farokh Bakhshandeh •
Stacey Bauer •   
J Isaac Emmanuel Bautista

Cate Baxter

Debora A. Blucher •
Christien Darcen Bonete •
Jean Bullard •
Paul David Burchak

Lorenzo Duatin  
Cabusca, Jr. •  

Maria Mahoney Cardiff

Jessica Choy •   
LaDaisha Mache Crosby •
Karen Cruz

Tameika K. Dabney •

Brandon W. Dang •
Jennifer Dawn Dapper

Hallie Montague Dawson •
Rosalba Gabriela De Leon  

De Leon

Kathryn Dela Cruz •
Aila Patricia Bancifra Delfin

Sumanpreet Dhillon

Fredric W. Doerksen •   

Penpa Dolma    
Elisse Rossane Isabel Dy •
Vincent Allan Esclamado, Jr. •
Samantha Elizabeth Fetsch

Cecelia Wong-Freeman •
Masturah Azman Galdamez •
Nathalie M. Garcia •
Jade Mya Gibson •
Gisela Gomez-Cruz •
Priscilla Grisel Gonzalez •
Guadalupe Gonzalez Medina •
JaMize Monae Grays

Kori Griswold •
Ana Guevara

Emily Alice Ha •   

Jaimee Akina Hamasaki • 

Jesse James-Anthony Hellums

Mia Henderson •
Debora Hernandez

Melody Ann Ignacio Igualdo

Olivia Christine Johnson

Olexandra Kanivets •
Marjon Kashani-Baker 

Mankirt Kaur

Monica Soni Khaila •
Kathryn Kvasager •
Julia Lakhno •
Emmy Li (Jie Yu) •  
Cara Longpre

Rachelle Lopez Remily •
Bao Lor •
Cassidy Chia Lor •  

2020
2525graduating class

LATIN HONORS  |  Graduation with honors listed in the commencement program is awarded to undergraduate students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point 
average in all Samuel Merritt University coursework (including transfer credit) completed toward the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree as of December 31, 2024. Final Latin 

honors, listed on the official transcript and diploma, is based on all final grades, as of the completion of Spring term.

• CUM LAUDE ⬃  3.50      • MAGNA CUM LAUDE  ⬃ 3.70     • SUMMA CUM LAUDE  ⬃3.85

    INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE)           TUTOR COORDINATOR
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Jason Louie

Katlin Elaine Lowe •   

Mikela Kauionalani Manewa

Aya Marmash 

Priscila Lazaro Martinez

Alexis Lauren Mazzoni •
Megan E. McDonald Gilmore • 

Amanda May  
Maningding Mendoza •

Julianne Dativa  
Ricasata Millare •

Kennedy Patricia Miller •
Jenni Moersky •
Raniyah Mohammad •
Josefina Mora •
Lauren Gianna Morales •
Ashley Heidi Marie  

Moss Mauvais  

Genevieve Iligan Mostrales •
Zoë Danielle Wisley Munjal •
Kayla Nerton

Candice Ng •
Brianna Marie Nudo •
Alice Onu •
Ruth Damilola Oyedepo •
Cheryl Faith Pantaleon •
Lauren Taylor Parsons

Jacqueline Torres Pengelly •

Jamil Limun Perdiguerra

Lorena Perez

My Dung Thi Pham

Nicole Pineda Rangel

Ace Gerald Posadas •
Kajol Kryslyn Pratap •
John Quell

Amaya Tre Radilla

Brandon Isaiah Riffel •
Nathaniel Roco

Kimberly Adriana Rodriguez •
Olivia Rogers

Tarun Saini •
Erika Monserrat Sanchez •
Tabitha G. Segura

Karen Vanthada Sengthavilay

Li Sheng Shi •
Shanya Singh 

Alexander Solorzano •
Phenny Rashany Southivilay •
Vladimir Conner Sturm

Caitlin Sullivan •
Adriana Tapia Gonzalez •
Monica Tavares

Ahlam Thabit •
DeMaurrae Trayshaun Thomas

Daniela Torrez

Sergio Toscano • 
Julie Truong-Angeles •
Willaine Kay Astronomo  

Tsunekawa • 
Kelly Calder Tuck •  

Nadia Zarreen Vijeh • 
Kirsten Villanueva

Sanam Washington •
Selina Jean Weiss •
Rebecca Rose Welsh •
Shemeca Leshun Wilson

Eric Wong

Kevin James Wong •
Laura Christine Wong • 
Tay Wong •
Corissa Yen Yee •
Sydney Lane Brown Yuen •
Jennifer Diana Zedillo •
Andrea Zetino 
Fan Zhang

Jennifer Panzer Zhornist •
Iris Huixue Zhu •

Bachelor of Science in Nursing  | AP, continued

LATIN HONORS  |  Graduation with honors listed in the commencement program is awarded to undergraduate students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point 
average in all Samuel Merritt University coursework (including transfer credit) completed toward the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree as of December 31, 2024. Final Latin 

honors, listed on the official transcript and diploma, is based on all final grades, as of the completion of Spring term.

• CUM LAUDE ⬃  3.50     • MAGNA CUM LAUDE  ⬃ 3.70     • SUMMA CUM LAUDE  ⬃3.85

    INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE)       TUTOR COORDINATOR
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RN to Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Rina Guevarra Alvarez • 
Courtney Denise Anderson •
Jack Gordon Bartley •
Angelyne L. Borromeo •
Sandra Castano •
Anamika Suriti Chand •
Li Jun Chen •  

Monique Cousino •
Nicole Brianne Cox •
Catie Lynne Crawford •
Meléa Romel  

Montgomery Deaver • 
Nicole Patrice Drummer •
Kate Freeman •
Krista Gotham •
Rachael Ann Hackett •
Talia Halafihi

Matthew Hall •
Casey Hammond •
Martha Carmen Hayne • 
Ryan S. Hoffman •
Stephanie Marie Jones •
Jennifer Kazmaier •
Waseme Neae Little

Mary Gene Magtanong-Sigua •
Marlene Yvette Maldonado •
Deborah L. Miller • 

Tiffany Marie Mukai •
Sarah Elizabeth Navarro •
Nicole Paduan •
Chandra Michelle Rabe •
Catherine Manansala Richers •
Tarsha Samuels •
Christine Siador Schuetz •

Caron Schwedhelm •
Kristi Selby

Rachhya Sherpa •
Rachel Elaine Snyder •
Grey Elizabeth Soza •
Kristen Steele •
Tracy Stiekes •
May Bao Vang •
Melina Vang •
Shawn Renee Vernon

Melissa Susan Villalva •
Danielle Star Vincent •
Mira Vissell •
Bipin Manohar Walia •
Aireonna Nicole Westbrook •

PLEASE NOTE 

The preceding list of graduates is based on information supplied by the Registrar’s Office. Although every effort was made to ensure 
that the information was correct at the time the program was printed, a student’s status may change after that date. Graduation status, degree completion,  

and academic honors are subject to a final degree requirements evaluation by the Registrar’s Office. The posting of the earned degree on the  
official transcript record in the Registrar’s Office remains the official testimony of the possession of the degree.  

Degree candidates: If your name has been misspelled, misplaced, or wrongly omitted, please advise the Registrar’s Office.

LATIN HONORS  |  Graduation with honors listed in the commencement program is awarded to undergraduate students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point 
average in all Samuel Merritt University coursework (including transfer credit) completed toward the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree as of December 31, 2024. Final Latin 

honors, listed on the official transcript and diploma, is based on all final grades, as of the completion of Spring term.

• CUM LAUDE ⬃  3.50     • MAGNA CUM LAUDE  ⬃ 3.70     • SUMMA CUM LAUDE  ⬃3.85

    INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE)       TUTOR COORDINATOR
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Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Abad N. Aguado •
Janice Balasi Angelo •
Ashlyn Beauchamp •
Haley Rae Carlston

Christopher Casner

Tara Lynn Cervantes •
So Man Chan •
Raquel Lauren  

Hsin-Wen Chao •
Yoesbelia Chappelle •
Celeste E. Clemmons

Miranda Dafoe •
Paula Patricia Davila Mojica •
Cybastian Lagat Dilinila

Jessica Duarte

Kelly Irma Paula  
Zula DuVardo •

Samantha Myrene Escobar •

Aisha Fleming •
Jennifer Marie Garcia •
Angelika Manalo Giron •
Elizabeth Handford •
Katie Akemi Hirouji •
Safiatou Kante

Janna Ky

Aryanna Rochelle Lewis     

Suyan Li •
Malia Brigitte Lim

Paulina S. Luna Cabrera

Jamaica Jane Malingin

Julissa Adriana Martinez •
Cassidy Montana Mayer •  

Libnny A. Mazariegos Bolanos

Sophia Morales

JazelDanae Munoz

Veronique Isabella Murray •
Luisa Andrea Navarro

Evelyn Okwori •  

Sonny Pearce

Ava Darlene  
Roberts-Stewart • 

Amanda Francesca Salanga

Amanda Guadalupe Saldaña •
Xochilt Maria Sandoval

Arianna Schneider •
Jessica Solorzano Campos •
Lien T. Truong •
Merry Welker-Tartar

Jammie Yacovetti

Ramzi Yaish

Amika Shantè Zaragoza •
Kevin Zhang •      

PLEASE NOTE 

The preceding list of graduates is based on information supplied by the Registrar’s Office. Although every effort was made to ensure  
that the information was correct at the time the program was printed, a student’s status may change after that date. Graduation status, degree completion,  

and academic honors are subject to a final degree requirements evaluation by the Registrar’s Office. The posting of the earned degree on the  
official transcript record in the Registrar’s Office remains the official testimony of the possession of the degree.  

Degree candidates: If your name has been misspelled, misplaced, or wrongly omitted, please advise the Registrar’s Office.

LATIN HONORS  |  Graduation with honors listed in the commencement program is awarded to undergraduate students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point 
average in all Samuel Merritt University coursework (including transfer credit) completed toward the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree as of December 31, 2024. Final Latin 

honors, listed on the official transcript and diploma, is based on all final grades, as of the completion of Spring term.

• CUM LAUDE ⬃  3.50     • MAGNA CUM LAUDE  ⬃ 3.70     • SUMMA CUM LAUDE  ⬃3.85

    RECIPIENT OF FELLOW OF NURSING FACULTY OF TOMORROW (NFT) AWARD

    INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE)      TUTOR COORDINATOR
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Bao Yang
	 Improving Diabetic Knowledge in the 

Hmong-American Community

Yang Yang 
	 Prediabetes Risk Screening Identification 

and Lifestyle Interventions

2020
2525

doctor of nursing 
practice | projects

PLEASE NOTE 

The preceding list of graduates is based on information supplied by the Registrar’s Office. Although every effort was made to ensure  
that the information was correct at the time the program was printed, a student’s status may change after that date. Graduation status, degree completion,  

and academic honors are subject to a final degree requirements evaluation by the Registrar’s Office. The posting of the earned degree on the  
official transcript record in the Registrar’s Office remains the official testimony of the possession of the degree.  

Degree candidates: If your name has been misspelled, misplaced, or wrongly omitted, please advise the Registrar’s Office.

LATIN HONORS  |  Graduation with honors listed in the commencement program is awarded to undergraduate students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point 
average in all Samuel Merritt University coursework (including transfer credit) completed toward the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree as of December 31, 2024. Final Latin 

honors, listed on the official transcript and diploma, is based on all final grades, as of the completion of Spring term.

• CUM LAUDE ⬃  3.50     • MAGNA CUM LAUDE  ⬃ 3.70     • SUMMA CUM LAUDE  ⬃3.85

  INTERPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION (IPE)       TUTOR COORDINATOR

▲ BACK TO CONTENT LINKS
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S A M U E L  M E R R I T T,  M D  was born in 1822 in Harpswell, Maine, and gradu-

ated from the Medical School of Maine at Bowdoin College.  

After practicing medicine in Plymouth, Massachusetts for three years,  

Dr. Merritt joined the great migration of 1849 to California. Here he made his 

fortune as a businessman and his reputation as one of the leading founders of 

the Bay Area.

When Dr. Merritt died forty years later in 1890, the Oakland Tribune called 

him the man most prominent in the establishment and building  

of the City of Oakland. He had touched every aspect of public life here, serving as 

the thirteenth Mayor of Oakland, and one of the original Regents of the 

University of California. Dr. Merritt played a significant role in the creation of Lake 

Merritt and the construction of the Oakland Public Library and City Hall. As the 

first president of the Mountain View Cemetery, he continued to influence the 

architectural landscape of the city. In his will, Dr. Merritt provided for the estab-

lishment of Samuel Merritt Hospital and the training school for nurses that has 

now evolved into Samuel Merritt University. 

Dr. Merritt died before Samuel Merritt Hospital and its school were  

built. However, his fortune and forward thinking made the founding of the institu-

tion possible. Today the women and men who carry on his mission—as students, 

faculty, and staff—are looking ahead to the next one hundred years. The trans-

formation of Samuel Merritt University in the twenty-first century continues the 

tradition started long ago by this extraordinary individual who had a mighty vision 

for the quality and  

well-being of the East Bay community.

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

DR. SAMUEL MERRITT
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DEGREE	    COLOR	 DEGREE	     COLOR

Agriculture	   Maize	 Music	   Pink

Arts/Letters	   White	 Nursing	   Apricot

Commerce/Business	   Drab	 Occupational Therapy	   Green

Oratory	   Silver Gray	 Dentistry	   Lilac

Pharmacy	   Olive Green	 Philosophy	   Dark Blue

Economics	   Copper	 Physical Therapy	   Teal

Education	   Light Blue 	 Physician Assistant	   Green

Engineering	   Orange	 Podiatric Medicine	   Nile Green

Fine Arts	   Brown	 Public Administration	   Peacock Blue

Forestry	   Russet	 Public Health	   Salmon Pink

Journalism	   Crimson	 Science	   Golden Yellow

Law	   Purple	 Social Work	   Citron

Library Science	   Lemon	 Theology	   Scarlet

Medicine	   Green	 Veterinary Medicine	   Gray

ACADEMIC 
COSTUME

The history of the academic dress worn by those participating in the graduation processional reaches far 

back into the early days of the oldest universities. The academic costume consists of the gown, hood, cap, 

and tassel. The hoods worn by the participants are lined with the official color or colors of the college or uni-

versity from which they received the degree. The edging of the hood is in widths of two inches, three inches, 

and five inches for the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctor’s degrees, respectively. The color of the hood edging 

is indicative of the subject to which the individual’s degree pertains. For all academic ceremonies the colors 

associated with the different subject areas are as follows:
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FACULTY 
COLLEGE of  NURSING
Steven Rush · PhD, RN, PNP, CNS    

Associate Professor and Dean, College of Nursing

Marcos Gayol · EdD, APRN, FNP-BC 
Associate Professor and Associate Dean, Graduate Nursing 

Michelle Decoux Hampton · PhD, MSN, RN 
Professor and Associate Dean for Operations and Scholarship

Jimmy Reyes · PhD, DNP, AGNP 
Assistant Dean for Enrollment and Growth Initiatives 

Carmen Ward-Sullivan · PhD, RN   

Associate Professor and Associate Dean, Undergraduate Nursing  

Fusae Kondo Abbott · DNSc, RN  Professor and Director, Case Management Program

Elmarie Botha · DNP, RN  Assistant Professor and Co-Director MSN CLE Program 

Joseph Janakes · PhD, CRNA  Assistant Professor and Director, Anesthesia Doctorate of Nursing Practice Program 

Haley Koning · DNP, MSN, RN, PHN  Assistant Professor and Director, Accelerated Bachelor of 
 Science Nursing Program, San Francisco Peninsula Campus

DeAnne Larsen · PhD, RN  Assistant Professor and Director, ELMSN Prelicensure Program  

Keisha Lewis-Nesbitt · MSN/Ed, PHN, RN  Assistant Professor and Director, Accelerated Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing Program, Fresno Campus 

Tracy Lookingbill · DNP, NEA-BC  Associate Professor and Director, DNP Post-Masters Program 

Shakeeka Misher · DNP, APRN, FNP-C  Associate Professor and Director, RN to BSN Program 

Nadine Pruitt · DNP, RN  Assistant Professor and Director, Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program, 
Sacramento Campus 

Laurie Rosa · MSN, RN  Assistant Professor and Co-Director MSN CLE Program 

Elizabeth Sibson-Tuan · DNP, MSN, RN  Assistant Professor and Director, Accelerated Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing Program, Oakland Campus

Angel Solorzano Martinez · PhD , FNP-C  Assistant Professor and Director, Psychiatric Mental Health 
Doctor of Nursing Practice Program 

Tal Sraboyants · DNP, FNP-C  Assistant Professor and Co-Director, Family Nurse Practitioner Program

Catherine Tanner · DNP, FNP-C  Assistant Professor and Co-Director, Family Nurse Practitioner Program 

Tammy Valenta · DNP, FNP  Assistant Professor and Director, Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program
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Zahra Naderi Asiabar · DNP, RN, FNP-C

Daniel Bell · DNP, CRNA

Orophenia Bollinger · DNAP, CRNA

Rebecca Boyd Anderson · MSN, RN, 
PHN, CCM 

Mark Buan-Lagazo · MSN, RN, PHN 

Bryant Burgess · DNP, RN

Loretta Camarano · PhD, RNC

Shelitha Campbell · DNP, FNP-BC

Damir Ceric · MA

Angelina Chau · DNP, FNP-C

Caryn Crespo · MSN, RN

Jessie Corlito · MSN, RN

Graciela Lopez Cox · MSN, RN

Lynda Creighton-Wong · MSN, NP

Jennifer Elton · MSN, FNP

Michele Faxel · EdD, RN

Mary Feeney · MSN, RN

Jennie Fernandez · MSN, RN

Melia Formento · DNP, FNP-BC

Jessica Foster · MSN, FNP-C 

Jerico Garino · MSN-ED, RN

DaJanae Gresham-Ryder · DNP, RN

Jeneva Gularte-Rinaldo · PhD, RN

Kevin Hamby · DNP, CRNA

Marjorie Hammer · MSN, FNP

Michelle Harris · DNP, FNP-C

Dianna Heikkila · PhD, CRNA

Bonnie Holmes · MSN, RN

Mahmood Khosravi · PhD, CNS

Haesook Kim · PhD, RN, GNP-BC 

Deborah Kimbrell · RN, BSN 

Sarah Koster · MSN, RN

Kathryn Kramer · PhD, MPH, RNC-OB

Patricia Kuster · PhD, PNP

Emelyn Lacayo · MSN, RN

Nicole Love · DNP, FNP

Alicia Lozano · EdD, MSN, RN 

S. E. MacLachlan · MSN, RN

Annemarie Marchi · MSN, RN

Jennifer McAdam · PhD, RN 

Leah McCarty · MSN, FNP-C

Deborah McBride · PhD, RN

Armand McKeller · DNP, FNP

Janet Mekonnen · MSN, RN

Seanny Min · DNP, FNP-C

Noelene Moonsamy · DNP, FNP-C

Rebecca Owen · DNP, FNP

Jane Perlas · DNP, NP-C

Kirsten Preusse · MSN, RN

Rigoberto Picazo · DNP, FNP

Bryon Portades · MSN, RN 

Raymond Prior · DNP, RN

Lisa Romero · MS, RN

Maria Ronquillo · MS, RNC-OB

Janet Rowland · EdD, RN

Michele Santilhano · DNP, RN

Jerome Santos · DNP, RN

Staci Shanks · DNP, RN, NPD-BC

Christa Smith · DNP, FNP-C 

Jennifer Smith · MSN, RN

Cynthia Stacy · DNP, RN

Shaquille Tillman, MSN, RN, PCCN 

John Thornton · MSN, RN

Debra Updegraff · MS, PNP, CCNS

Paulina Van · PhD, RN

Darcy Wikoff · MSN, FNP-C

Michelle Wuller · MSN, CRRN

Mary Wyckoff · PhD, FNP-BC
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Neptaly Aguilera · BA
Retired,  
California Department  
of Health Care Services

Bradley Barber · JD 
Retired Attorney, 
Assistant Vice President Emeri-
tus for Institutional Advance-
ment, University of California 
Office  
of the President 

Melanie Bell-Mayeda · MBA
Director of Strategy and Opera-
tions, Google

Caroline Cabias · BA
Retired Chief Financial Officer, 
State Board of Equalization,  
State of California

Elizabeth Chaney · BA
Retired Account Executive  
and Regional Director, 
JJL

Mercedes Chavira · RN, BSN
Nurse Patient Advocate,  
Anthem Vivity Blue Cross  
of California 

Jeff Gerard · MM, AB 
Former President and CEO,  
Sutter Health Bay Area; 

Senior Advisor,  
HALO Diagnostics

Kevin Hart · BS
Senior Vice President  
and Regional Business  
Information Officer, 
Kaiser Permanente

Christine Helwick · JD 
General Counsel Emeritus, 
California State University System 

Amber Luther · BA  
Associate/Architect, Populous 

Alvin McLean, Jr · PhD
Chair, Board of Regents, 
Dean, School of Psychology  
and Social Sciences, 
John F. Kennedy University

Dennis O’Connell · BA
Vice Chair, SMU Board of Regents; 
Retired Director, Bailard, Inc. 

Shefali Parikh · MOT

Former Vice President, 
Resenex Corporation

Eric Roberts · MBA
Retired CPA and Certified  
Fraud Examiner; 

Former Director,  
Forensic Accounting Services 
Group, Morrison & Foerster

Saul Rosenbaum · BA 
Managing Director, 
Prager, Sealy & Co., LLC

Katherine Schapiro · BA
Principal,  
KS Investment Consulting 

Conrad Vial · MD
Senior Vice President  
and Chief Clinical Officer,  
Sutter Health 

Ching-Hua Wang · MD, PhD
President, 
Samuel Merritt University 

Lisa Zuffi · BA
Retired, Senior Vice President  
and Group Director,  
Signature Bank

Brian Clocksin · PhD 
Executive Vice President  
and Provost   

David Lawlor · BA
Executive Vice President 
Chief Operating Officer  

Lindsey McClenahan · BA 
Vice President of Advancement  
and Communications

Emily Prieto-Tseregounis · PhD
Vice President of External Affairs 
and Chief of Staff to the President 

Gina Squara · BS
Vice President of Strategic Growth 
and Marketing

Ching-Hua Wang · MD, PhD 
President

administration
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